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by  Joanna  Jackson 

Have  you  ever  wondered 
where  the  Pepsi  signs  have  gone  on 
campus?  Or  why  Nantucket  Nectar, 
after  a  successful  premier  last 
semester,  can  no  longer  be  sold  in 
the  Commuter  Cafe? 

Three  years  ago,  Fitchburg 
State  College  received  an  offer  it 
couldn't  refuse.  According  to 
Michael  T.  Rivard,  Vice  President 
for  Finance,  the  Coca-cola  company 
offered  the  college  $100,000  in 
exchange  for  entering  into  an  exclu- 
sive contract  with  the  company.  At 
that  time,  the  mm 
college  was  | 
already  "Coke  1 
territory,"  with  B| 
Coke  products  i 
accounting  for  1 
97  percent  of  all  1 
soft  drink  sales  1 
on  campus,  J 

Rivard  said. 

I  n 

exchange  for  the  I 
$100,000,      the  I 
college    agreed  I 
to  a  seven-year  I 
contract       with  1 
Coke,  in  which  1 
they  would  sell, 
advertise      and 
promote      only 
Coke   products,  i 
Rivard        said. 
Milk  and  coffee 
do  not  fall  into 
this  category  only  because  there  is 
no  equivalent  Coke  product. 

Rivard  said  that  this  was  a 
"no-brainer"  for  the  college  since 
the  vast  majority  of  sales  were  Coke 
products  anyway.  The  money  has 
been  earmarked  to  help  pay  for  a 
new  field  house  at  the  athletic  fields 
that  would  provide  on-site  showers 
and  lockers,  he  said,  making  this  a 
"win-win  situation." 

At  the  time  the  new  contract 
came  into  effect,  the  only  com- 
plaints came  from  the  removal  of 
Gatorade,  which  was  preferred  over 


the   Coke   alternative,   Powerade, 
Rivard  said. 

Guillette  does  not  believe 
that  the  single-brand  contract  is 
much  of  an  issue.  Branding  is  a 
huge  phenomenon  in  this  country, 
with  companies  like  Nike  and  Adi- 
das sponsoring  sports  teams  in 
exchange  for  getting  their  names  or 
logos  on  team  uniforms. 

Companies  are  willing  to 
pay  huge  amounts  for  exclusive 
contracts  in  the  hopes  that  people 
will  continue  to  buy  their  products 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  Rivard 
said,  adding  that  Penn  State 
received  $17 
million  for 

agreeing  to  an 
exclusive  con- 
tract with  Pepsi. 
Last  semes- 
ter, Chartwells, 
the  company  that 
runs  the  food  ser- 
vice on  campus, 
briefly  sold  a 
competing  bev- 
erage until, 
according  to 
Louis  Guillette, 
Dining  Service 
director,  they 
were  required  to 
comply  with  the 
contract.  He  said 
that  exclusive 
contracts  are 
common  on  all 
campuses. 
Chartwells  is  able  to  supply 
small  amounts  of  other  brands  if 
Coke  does  not  supply  an  equivalent 
product  or  bottle  size. 

The  exclusivity  contract 
does  not  limit  individuals  from 
bringing  other  brands  onto  campus. 
Rivard  said  that  students  and  faculty 
are  free  to  purchase  any  products 
they  like,  they  just  have  to  go  off 
campus  to  get  them. 

The  contract  will  be  renego- 
tiated when  the  current  one  runs  out 
in  four  years.  Until  then,  Coke  is  it. 
Literally. 


Do  you  want 


•  A  flexible  schedule 
v  To  pick  your  own  days 

•  A  Great  resume  builder 

•  Experience  doing  marketing  research 

and  surveys 

•  Great  hourly  pay 
v  A  pleasant  work  enviornment 
s/  A  job  near  FSC 

For  more  info 
Call  The  Center  for  Marketing  Research  (CMR) 

342-7451 
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by  TOM  TOMORROW 


THIS    15    6CTT1M6   SURREAL...WTA   Kil   TX£   TALK   Of 

sum's  charm  offensive  m>  his  pvncruAiiTi, 

TIC  QUESTION  Of  MIS   LZGrTlMACf  SCEMS  TO  KAvfc 

seen  completely  foRoorrem  rrs  as  rf  the 

ftontPA  PeeACUE  NEVER  iven  HAPPENED! 


OOP  fOflBlD  THE   DEMOCRATS   SHOULD   POINT  OUT  THAT 
8USH   LOST  THE    POPULAR  VOTE!  THEY'RE  TOO  SUSY 
FAILING   ALL  OVER  THEMSELVES   TRYING  TO  APPEAR 
BIPARTISAN'-****  $0  FAR  SEEMS  TO  MEAN  LET- 
TING BUSH  HAVE  WHATEVER  M6  WANTS! 


MEANWHILE,  NOT  ONLY  DID  CLINTON  CYNICALLY  RE- 
SCIND MIS  'REVOLVING  DOOR"  LOBBYING  RESTRICTIONS 
JUST  IN  TIME  FOR  HIS  OWAf  TEAM  TO  CASH  IN-~ 


—BUT  THE  DEMOCRATS  HAVE  NOW  CHOSEN  TERRV 
ATAC/t/^£-WH0S£  NAME  IS  SINOHIMOVS  WITH 
CAMPAIGN  FINANCE  ABUSE— TO  HEAD  THE  PARTY/ 

^u  \   ;%  \  uv\        m  nz 

IS  THIS  REALM  THE  BEST  WE  CAN  EVER  HOPE  FOR? 
A  CHOICE  BETWEEN  BAD  AND  WORSE?     BETWEEN 


THE   DEVIL   AND  THE   DEEP  BLUE  SEA? 


AS  If  WE'RE  TRAPPED  IN  A  FVN  HOUSE  AND  CANT 

fiND  the  extr> 


\  EXACTLY!  HOW  DO  YOU  MANAGE  TO  COME 
UP  WITH  SUCH  PERFECT  METAPHORS? 


PARDON    ME,  BUT 


THE  BEST  ARGUMENT  AGAINST 
IMPEACHING  CLINTON  FOR 
PERJURY  WAS  THAT  A  SITTING 
PRESIDENT  SHOULDN'T  BE 
IMPEACHED. 


m 


INSTEAD,  DEMOCRATS  SAID, 
CLINTON  SHOULD  FACE  CIVIL 
PROSECUTION  AFTER  HE  LEFT 
OFFICE. 


PONDEROSA 


* 


HUNGRY? 


Show  your  FSC  ID  and 
get  the  Lunch  Buffet  for 
only  $4.95  or  the  Dinner 
Buffet  for  only  $6.99 

NEED  MONET? 

Apply  Today!! 

Join  the  team  that  cares 
and  earn  good  money ! ! 

►►  Excellent  starting  pay 
►►Flexible  schedule 
►►Full  or  Part  time 
positions 

►►  Career  Advancement 
►►  Internship  Available 

Call  345-2251 

or  stop  in  anytime 

441  John  Fitch  H'way 


iiyiiiH  lice 

will  make  you  broke. 

Semester  break  work 

availiable  in  sales/  service.* 

$18  hr.  bass-appt. 

Secure  a  summer  position! 

Scholarships  availiable, 

conditions  apply. 

Openings  throughout 

New  England 


508)  757-7900 

o  back  to  school  with 
it 


Fitchburg  State  College's  film 
series  continues  with  the  screening  of 
Regret  to  Inform  on  Thursday,  March 
1,  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Hammond  Build- 
ing's Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall. 

From  first- time  director  Barbara 
Sonneborn  -  one  of  "The  Women  Left 
Behind"-  comes  this  documentary 
blending  archival  footage,  interviews 
with  widows  from  both  American  and 
Vietnam  sides  of  the  war,  evocative 
music,  and  stunning  cinematography. 
The  1999  film  won  a  number  of 
awards  including  Sundance  Best 
Director  and  Sundance  Best  Cine- 
matographer  Documentary  Feature, 
and  was  nominated  for  an  Oscar. 

The  event  is  co-sponsored  by  AVID. 

Admission  is  $5  for  the  general  public  and  $3  for  students  and  seniors. 
For  more  information,  call  978-665-3709  or  978-665-3347. 


by  Mark  Whittemore 

I  would  like  to  turn  your  attention  to  101  Great  American  Poems.  I 
will  not  try  to  convince  you  that  these  are  the  greatest  or  best  that  Ameri- 
can poetry  has  to  offer,  but  they  represent  a  fine  collection  nonetheless.  The 
poems  were  picked  by  The  American  Poetry  and  Literacy  Project,  founded 
by  Joseph  Brodsky  in  1993. 

Brodsky  was  forward  in  his  thinking  and  interested  in  propelling  poet- 
ry back  to  its  former  glory  in  this  country.  Brodsky,  US  Poet  Laureate  at  the 
time,  gave  a  speech  to  congress  in  1991  on  this  matter  and  parts  of  his 
speech  are  excerpted  in  the  introduction  to  101  Great  American  Poems. 

The  book  contains  over  300  years  of  American  poetry.  There  are  works 
ranging  from  a  woman  who  lived  most  of  her  life  as  a  recluse,  to  a  former 
president.  The  subject  matters  are  also  varied;  some  deal  with  more  tradi- 
tional themes,  like  love  and  death  (Edgar  Allen  Poe's  "Annabel  Lee,"  or 
Edwin  Arlington  Robinson's  "Richard  Cory").  There  is  also  a  range  in  style 
from  the  more  traditional  formats,  as  found  in  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  to  the 
originality  of  William  Carlos  Williams. 

101  Great  American  Poems  contains  works  by  thirty-eight  different 
poets  including  Walt  Whitman,  Stephen  Crane,  Carl  Sandburg,  Langston 

Continued    on    page    12 


by  Julia  B.  Hans 

Known  around  the  FSC  campus 
for  his  quick  wit  and  lively  class- 
room, associate  professor  of  English 
Mr.  Colin  Bourn  retired  this  semes- 
ter after  nearly  four  decades  teach- 
ing. Bourn,  says  he  "never  tires"  of 
teaching  or  studying  English  lan- 
guage and  literature.  "I  never 
thought  about  doing  anything  else," 
the  Ashby  resident  said. 

Chairperson  of  the  English 
department  at  FSC,  Dr.  Nancy  Yee, 
recalls  Bourn's  endless  enthusiasm. 
"He's  taught  here  for  thirty-six 
years,  yet  it's  like  he's  a  new  profes- 
sor every  year  because  he's  so 
intrigued  by  changing  and  by 
changes,"  Dr.  Yee  said.  "To  get  oth- 
ers to  enjoy  the  texts,  you  have  to  be 
a  performer  in  some  ways,  and 
Colin  does  that  to  a  T" 

Ask  any  former  student  what  they 
think  of  Professor  Bourn,  and  they 
are  invariably  complimentary. 
James  Sposato,  a  senior  at  the  col- 
lege, says  that  Bourn  always 
sparked  class  involvement.  "Partic- 
ipation wasn't  forced;  it  just 
occurred,"  Sposato  said."He  enticed 
it  out  of  you.  You  couldn't  help  but 
discuss,  whatever  the  topic." 


Sophomore  Sharlene  Gugarty 
remembers  Bourn  from  his  Age  of 
Dickens  course.  "It  was  the  first 
class  I  walked  into  after  being  out  of 
school  for  thirty  years.  There  was 
Colin  Bourn  at  the  board,  writing  a 
time  line  of  the  British  monarchy  up 
to  Dickens,  peppering  it  with  bits  of 
interesting  information.  It  was  a 
marvelous  class,"  Gugarty  said. 

Sharon  Adams-Lech  has  taken 
five  classes  taught  by  the  tall,  well- 
dressed  professor  with  the  crisp 
British  accent.  "Professor  Bourn  has 
the  rare  talent  of  being  able  to  enter- 
tain his  students  as  well  as  educate," 
she  said. 

Bourn's  career  at  FSC  began  in 
1965  with  an  invitation  from  a 
friend.  A  neighbor,  who  coordinated 
the  graduate  and  evening  programs 
at  FSC,  asked  Bourn  if  he  would 
teach  a  freshman  composition  class 
there.  Since  then,  Bourn  has  taught 
many  courses  at  FSC  including  a 
seminar  on  Jane  Austen,  classes  on 
Charles  Dickens,  the  Bible,  Victori- 
an literature,  and  one  course  he 
named  "Decadence  and  Transition." 
("What  a  60's  title!"  he  says,  laugh- 
ing.) Bourn's  strategy  for  avoiding 
teacher  burnout  was  to  "come  up 
with  new  things." 


He  introduced  to  the  college  a 
literature  course  on  Detective  Fic- 
tion, an  interdisciplinary  course 
called  Dilemmas  of  War  and  Peace, 
and  a  poetry  class  on  Robert  Frost. 

Originally  from  England,  Bourn 
received  a  classical  education  in 
London's  private  school  systems. 
He  came  to  the  United  States  as  a 
student,  attending  St.  Michael's  Col- 
lege in  Vermont.  He  later  earned 
master's  degrees  from  the  Universi- 
ty of  Massachusetts  (Amherst)  and 
from  Fitchburg  State  College. 

Before  becoming  a  college  pro- 
fessor, Bourn  and  his  wife  Kathleen 
both  taught  in  area  public  schools. 
Mrs.  Bourn's  career,  however,  was 
cut  short.  "In  those  days,  you  had  to 
leave  if  you  were  pregnant,"  Bourn 
explains.  Teaching  seems  to  be  in 
the  blood,  for  Bourn's  son  Neal  also 
teaches  school — in  Saudi  Arabia. 

Throughout  his  career,  Bourn  has 
seen  many  shifts  in  education.  The 
most  obvious  change  has  been  the 
introduction  of  computers  into  the 
classroom.  "It's  all  way  too  techno- 
logical for  me  now,"  Bourn  said. 
While  computers  are  prevalent, 
Bourn  is  concerned  about  their  long- 
term  effect  on  education.  "I'm  wary 
about    the    lack    of    interaction 


between  student  and  teacher.  I 
believe  in  the  old-fashioned  ideal  of 
education  where  people  discuss 
ideas  with  one  another — face  to 
face,"  he  said. 

Though  teaching  methods 
change,  Bourn  feels  that  students 
essentially  stay  the  same.  "The 
media  keeps  insisting  that  students 
aren't  as  smart  today,  but  I  don't 
find  them  that  different,"  Bourn 
said.  Yet  he  does  admit  noticing 
some  differences.  "I've  gotten  more 
papers  in  recent  years  where  the 
subject  matter  is  tougher,  darker.  I 
don't  remember  that  in  the  old  days. 
Students  carry  more  burdens  today," 
he  said.  He  recalls  one  student  who 
was  a  "latch-key  kid"  at  seven  years 
old  and  several  other  students  who 
never  knew  their  fathers.  "The  sta- 
bility's not  there,"  he  adds. 

With  his  teaching  career  behind 
him,  Mr.  Bourn  now  looks  forward 
to  a  busy  retirement.  He  plans  to 
pursue  his  hobbies:  gardening,  fur- 
niture refinishing,  needlepoint,  and 
embroidery.  A  member  of  the  Ashby 
historic  society,  Bourn  is  also  part  of 
"Boston  by  Foot,"  a  volunteer  orga- 
nization that  offers  seasonal  walking 
tours  of  Boston.  Initiates  into  the 
Continued  on  page  9 


Rollin1  with  The  Dawgs  Chase  away  the  winter  blues 


Well,  well.  It  seems  like  we're 
half  way  through  winter  now;  the 
sun  is  getting  higher  and  the  days 
are  getting. .  .all  right  it  still  sucks,  but 
if  you  stick  with  the  Dawg,  I'll  lead 
you  out  of  the  doldrums. 

There's  plenty  to  do  and  see  out 
of  bike  season,  really.  How  bout  get- 
tin'  psyched  for  spring  by  hitting  the 
health  club,  or  even  the  tattoo  shop. 
It's  always  good  to  get  a  little  color 
before  spandex  season. Woof! 

But  really  hounds,  I  gotta  say  that 
now  is  the  time  to  upgrade  that 
trusty  or  rusty  steed  of  yours.  I'm 
sure  the  local  shop  could  use  the  biz, 
but  if  you're  short  on  dough,  do  the 
small  stuff  yourself;  it's  not  that 
hard.  A  quick  rundown  on  the 
brakes,  tires  and  chain  gets  you  in 
the  mood  to  ride  and  could  save  you 
headaches  in  the  spring.  You'll  see. 

It's  the  hard-core  rider  out  there 
that  really  has  got  the  maintenance 
down.  If  you  ride  in  winter,  a  quick 
check  over  is  not  enough  to  keep 
your  bike  smooth  and  safe.  You 
gotta  be  diligent  with  keepin'  it 
clean  and  lubed.  The  road  sand  and 
salt  is  murder  on  your  frame  and 
components,  so  the  Dawg  says: 
Clean  it!  Lube  it!  Ride  it!  And 
repeat! 

If  you  feel  that  bike  maintenance 
is  not  your  forte,  then  get  some  help. 
In  a  totally  shameless  display  of 
product  endorsement  the  Dawg  rec- 
ommends Bicycling  Magazine 's 
Complete  Guide  to  Bicycle  Mainte- 
nance and  Repair.  This  manual  is 
indispensable  in  my  workshop  and 
is  worth  every  penny.  It  contains 
well  organized,  step  by  step  repair 
of  any  bike  or  component  out  there 


RED  MEAT 


I  bought  me  one'a  tnem  juicer  machines 
off  the  TV  so's  I  could  make  my  own  health 
drinks.  Supposedly  if  you  make  them  drinks 
at  home  you  can  live  to  a  hundred  years  old. 


today.  There  are  hundreds  of  insid- 
er's tips,  tricks,  do's,  and  don'ts  that 
can  make  your  bike  repair  and  main- 
tenance painless  and  cost  effective. 
This  manual  is  invaluable  when 
unraveling  the  mystery  surrounding 
bicycle  repair.  The  300+  page  book 
goes  for  about  twenty  bucks  and  can 
be  ordered  at  1-800-848-4735. 

But  if  you  decide  that's  too  much 
hassle,  take  it  to  a  professional. 
There  are  many  qualified  bicycle 
mechanics  around  the  Fitchburg 
area:  O'Neil's  in  Gardner, 
Gamache's  in  Fitchburg.  and  Gear 
Works  at  route  12  and  2  in  Leomin- 


be  pretty  bleak,  not  to  mention  way 
long.  If  you're  not  into  winter 
sports,  it's  tough  to  get  motivated  or 
keep  in  shape.  You  can  only  ride  the 
stationery  bike  for  so  long  before 
going  stir  crazy,  so  the  Dawg's  got 
some  mid-winter  distractions. 

The  Museum  of  Our  National 
Heritage  in  Lexington  is  currently 
hosting  an  exhibit  called  The  Bicy- 
cle Takes  Off.  The  exhibit  docu- 
ments the  "age  old  quest  for  a  prac- 
tical human  powered  vehicle."  and 
kicks  ass  doin'  it. 

Basically,  it  chronicles  the  begin- 
ning and  continuing  development  of 


ster.  soon  to  be  relocating  down  the 
street  (good  luck  to  Gene  and  his 
crew).  All  of  these  guys  are  great 
and  local. 

They  have  a  wide  price  range  of 
products  to  choose  from  and  provide 
excellent  service.  What  more  could 
you  ask?  So  if  your  sled  needs  some 
attention,  patronize  the  locals.  Tell 
em'  the  Dawg  sent  ya. 

So,  now  that  you  got  your  bike 
hooked  up,  what  about  your  head? 
We  all  know  winter  around  here  can 


two  wheelers  from  the  1860's  to 
today.  The  exhibit  contains  informa- 
tion relating  to,  and  examples  of, 
two  wheeled  transportation,  such  as 
high  wheelers,  boneshakers,  cruisers 
and  even  celebrity  bikes  like  that  of 
Mark  Twain.  It  runs  through  April 
2001,  and  I  recommend  it  as  a  great 
cure  for  cabin  fever.  For  all  the  411 
go  to  www.monh.org. 

For  all  you  poverty  stricken,  bean 
counting  bikers  on  a  budget  there  is 
a  new  web  site  you  can  use  to  com- 


something  ripe  in  the  bagpipe 


from  the  secret  files  of 

Max  cqnnon 


The  guy  on  TV  says  you  get  better  vitamins, 
but  it's  kind  of  a  pain  to  figure  out  juices. 


Pancakes  don't  make  hardly  any 
juice  and  bacon  makes  too  much. 


pute  your  commute.  Surf  to 
www.rides.org  and  use  the  commut- 
ing calculator.  It  factors  all  the  vari- 
ables involved  in  car  vs.  bike  com- 
muting, and  you'll  be  surprised  if 
not  inspired  enough  to  dump  that 
cage  and  ride  your  bike.  They  have 
a  slew  of  tips  for  anyone  interested 
in  alternative  transportation,  and 
that  is  the  name  of  the  game  in  the 
Dawg  house. 

Finally,  for  uncontrolled  drooling 
over  all  the  stuff  you  can't  afford, 
look  up  www.mountianbike.com  for 
their  2001  Buyers  Guide.  They 
cover  the  best  and  worst  products, 
amazing  deals,  and  a  boatload  of 
tech  tips  geared  toward  the  trail 
shredder  in  you. 

If  woodland  jaunts  are  out  of  the 
question  then  spin  over  to 
www.bicycling.com  for  their  take 
on  the  cycling  world.  Both  of  these 
guys  can  keep  you  all  up  to  date  and 
in  the  swing  of  the  cycling  culture. 

Well,  that  should  be  enough  to 
keep  everyone  busy  for  a  while.  So 
till  next  time,  remember  what  the 
Dawg  says-  ride  safe  and  often. 


Student  Health  Services 
reminds  all  full  time  stu- 
dents that  you  need  to  have 
complete  medical  files  on 
record  with  our  office 
before  registration  to  avoid 
a  hold  being  placed  on  your 
account.  With  this  hold, 
you  will  be  unable  to  regis- 
ter for  fall  classes.  If  you 
have  any  question  as  to 
whether  your  record  is 
complete  or  not,  please  call 
Health  Services  at  3216  or 
stop  by  our  office  in  the 
Anthony  Building.  Thank 
you  for  your  cooperation 
with  this  state  and  college 
requirement. 


A, 


Spring  Break  Scams 


Hidden  fees  increase  the  average 
cost  of  a  spring  break  trip  by  over 
39%  above  the  advertised  price, 
according  to  a  report  released  today 
by  MASSPIRG. 

The  report,  entitled  Spring 
Broke?  How  to  Avoid  a  Spring 
Break  Ripoff,  surveys  promotional 
flyers  from  Boston  area  colleges 
advertising  spring  break  trips  to 
such  tropical  paradises  as  Gancun 
and  Acapulco.  These  companies  are 
popular  with  students  because  for 
one  price  they  arrange  all  the  details 
of  their  trip.  Unfortunately,  students 
hoping  for  a  week  in  the  sun  are  too 
often  left  standing  out  in  the  cold. 

"The  price  advertised  on  a  com- 
pany flyer  is  not  the  price  that  you 
will  pay  for  a  trip,"  said  Emilie  Des- 
jardins,  MASSPIRG  Chapter  Chair 
at  Clark  University.  "When  shop- 
ping for  a  spring  break  travel  pack- 
age, students  should  be  aware  of 
hidden  fees  and  other  misleading 
practices  documented  in  our  report 
and  they  should  know  how  to  pro- 
tect themselves,"  she  continued. 

Each  of  the  1 1  companies  includ- 
ed in  the  report  added  numerous 
hidden  fees  to  the  advertised  price 
of  a  trip,  raising  the  average  cost  of 
a  trip  by  over  $185.  These  fees 
include  international  departure  and 
arrival  taxes,  surcharges  for  travel- 
ing during  peak  weeks,  fees  for 
booking  after  a  certain  date,  and  sur- 
charges for  flying  from  certain 
cities,  such  as  Boston. 

In  addition  to  these  unexpected 
costs,  some  fees  discourage  students 
from  protecting  themselves.  Fees  to 
pay  with  a  credit  card,  for  example, 
discourage  use  of  the  payment 
method  that  affords  students  the 
greatest  degree  of  protection. 

Disputes  about  flights  and  accom- 
modations provided  by  a  company 
often  result  from  intentionally  con- 
fusing contracts.  Jason  Healy,  Clark 
University,  Student  Council  Presi- 
dent stated,  "Contracts  are  difficult 
to  understand  and  besides  hidden 
fees  many  times  the  quality  of  the 
travel  packages  are  usually  far 
below  the  students  expectations." 

MASSPIRG's  report  also  looked 
at  company  web  sites.   Only  two 


companies  provided  consumers 
with  access  to  both  their  terms  and 
conditions  and  their  privacy  policies 
online.  "Consumers  must  know  both 
of  these  policies  in  order  to  protect 
their  rights,"  said  Desjardins. 

One  particularly  improper  practice 
found  by  MASSPIRG  requires  stu- 
dents to  agree  as  a  condition  of  their 
trip  to  forgo  their  right  to  sue  the 
company  in  court  in  the  event  of  a 
dispute.  Instead,  students  with  a 
complaint  must  attend  an  arbitration 
hearing  at  the  company's  office  in 
Maryland.  Not  only  does  this 
process  ignore  the  legal  rights  of 
complainants  that  govern  court  pro- 
ceedings, but  it  makes  it  burden- 
some for  students  to  pursue  a  com- 
plaint. STS  Travel  was  the  only 
company  to  include  this  practice  on 
its  flyer,  but  Desjardins  warned  that 
it  is  one  of  the  most  deceptive  of  all. 
"Students  should  avoid  any  compa- 
ny that  mandates  arbitration  for  dis- 
putes. No  one  should  give  up  their 
legal  rights,"  she  stated. 

MASSPIRG  suggested  that  stu- 
dents shopping  for  a  spring  break 
trip  be  aware  of  potential  pitfalls. 
Among  their  suggestions  are  that 
students  should  read  all  fine  print 
carefully.  Jack  Foley,  executive  to 
the  president  at  Clark  University 
stated,  "Students  need  to  become 
savvy  and  informed  consumers. 

Travel  deals  that  are  'too  good  to 
be  true'  and  credit  card  scams  are 
just  two  for  the  ways  that  unwary 
students  can  face  serious  financial 
difficulty.  My  advice  to  students  and 
all  consumers  is  to  read  twice  and 
sign  once."  Students  should  also 
esearch  a  company  before  sending 
money,  and  file  a  complaint  with  the 
attorney  general's  office  by  calling 
(617)  727-8400  if  they  feel  they 
have  been  deceived. 

Desjardins  concluded  by  warning 
students  "Many  travel  companies  do 
not  operate  with  students'  best  inter- 
ests in  mind.  As  a  consumer,  you 
must  protect  yourself  from  decep- 
tive and  misleading  practices." 
[Copies  of  the  MASSPIRG  report 
are  available  free  of  charge  at  the 
Point  office,  located  in  the  basement 
of  the  Hammond  Building.] 


Spring  Break  Still  Available! 

Deluxe  Hotels,  Reliable  Air, 

Free  Food,  Drinks  and  Parties ! 

Cancun,  Jamaica,  Bahamas, 

Mazatlan  &  Florida. 

TRAVEL  FREE  and  EARN  CASH! 

DO  IT  ON  THE  WEB !  Go  to 

www.studentcity.com  or  call 

1-800-293-1443  for  info. 


SPRING  BREAK! 
LAST  MINUTE  DEALS! 

Cancun,  Bahamas,  Florida,  Jamaica  &  Mazat- 
lan. Join  MTV  and  Bay  watch  for  Spring  Break! 

Call  for  a  free  brochure  and  ask  how  you  can 
organize  a  small  group 

EAT  ,DRINK,  TRAVEL  FREE 
&  EARN  CASH! 

Call  1-888-777-4642  or  e-mail 
sales@suncoastvacations.com 


SURVIVE  SPRING  BREAK! 

ALL  THE  HOTTEST 
DESTINATIONS  &  HOTELS! 

CAMPUS  SALES 

REPRESENTATIVES  AND 

STUDENT  ORGANIZATIONS 

WANTED! 

VISIT  INTER-CAMPUS.COM 

OR  CALL  1-800-327-6013 

THE  TRIBE  HAS  SPOKEN! 
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The  English  Department 
has  two  annual  writing  con- 
tests and  invites  all  students 
from  all  majors  to  partici- 
pate. The  first  is  the  Matti  N. 
Antila  Poetry  Award.  Judg- 
ing is  blind  (the  judges  do 
not  know  the  names  of  the 
applicants)  and  the  prize  for 
the  best  poem  is  $100.  The 
award  is  made  possible  by  a 
generous  gift  to  the  college 
from  Lauri  and  Signe  Sipila 
in  memory  of  Signe's  par- 
ents, Matti  N.  and  Fanny  P. 
Antila. 

A  panel  of  judges  from  the 
English  Department  will 
evaluate  the  poems  submit- 
ted to  the  department  no  later 
than  Monday.  March  5th. 
The  poems  should  be  written 
on  a  subject  of  universal  sig- 
nificance, be  substantial  in 
content  and  skillful  in  form. 
A  length  of  approximately 
125  words  or  more  is 
required. 

The  second  contest  is  the 
Louis  P.  Shepherd  Award  in 

E Creative  Writing.  Again,  the 
ontest  is  open  to  all  stu- 
dents. Entries  consist  of  a 
portfolio  of  creative  writing. 
The  portfolio  need  not  be 
extensive-   a   minimum  of 


two  and  a  maximum  of  five 
pieces  of  writing.  The  writing 
may  be  in  an  any  creative 
genre  and  the  writer  may  sub- 
mit writing  in  more  than  one 
genre.  Suggested  genres:  short 
story,  poetry,  autobiography, 
creative  essay,  personal  and 
reflective  narrative,  drama 
(plays,  scripts,  monologues). 

Judging  is  also  blind  for  this 
contest  and  the  Louis  P.  Shep- 
herd Award  is  $100  (although 
sometimes  more).  The  Shep- 
herd Award  in  Creative  Writ- 
ing is  named  in  honor  of  the 
late  Louis  P.  Shepherd,  a  long- 
time English  professor  at 
Fitchburg  State  College.  The 
award  is  made  possible 
through  a  gift  from  Professor 
Shepherd's  wife,  Ruth,  and  his 
daughter,  Rae  Shepherd- 
Schlechter. 

All  submissions  should 
be  typed  and  double  spaced. 
The  author's  name  should  not 
appear  on  the  manuscript  itself 
but  on  a  separate  cover  sheet 
which  lists  the  titles  of  the 
pieces  submitted.  The  dead- 
line for  submission  is  Monday, 
March  5th.  Send  submissions 
for  either  contest  to:  Jean 
Duerr,  English  Department, 
Miller  Hall.  Room  #20. 


LAST  FoOfe.bh€A4  ftjEET 

Performing  their  Hit  Single 

also 

Special  Guest  Appearance 

at 

Wallace  Civic  Center 

Galaxy  Room 
John  Fitch  Highway 
Fitchburg,  MA  01420 

Admission:  $10  j 

March  3,  2001 

For  Information  Call: 

978-343-2323 

or 

Log  on  to: 

www.gaschamberrecords.com 


GOING  TO  SPRING 


You  can  make  money  videotaping  contests  and  other  Spring  Break  activi- 
ties that  you  will  probably  be  attending  anyway.  Make  money  partying! 

Pay  FOR  your  trip!  Cool! 

Local,  Fitchburg  based  company  needs  reps  in  Cancun,  South  Padre,  Lake 

Havasue,  Florida  and  elsewhere.  It  doesn't  matter  where  you're  going  as 

long  as  there's  a  party  going  on. 
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T  REALLY  WAWT  lOSfoP  DRAWING 

SlePCOHiWGuPWiTH  BIZARRE 
StSTS  OH  THE  fftDTKAT  wo*f T  DIP. 

NIPPLES  ^^rrr^^O  BELLY 


Y*  K*o*S  So  T*E  TATTOO 
ARTIST  CAM  HAVE  Pi  SMOOTH, 
BLANK  CANVAS..* 


*  NOT  MAKIN6  THIS  VPi 


WHY  SfoP  THERE  1  WHf  NOT 
TAANSPLANT  LARGE  f  LAPS  of 
BLANK  SKIN  ONTO  "foUft  CHEST? 
THEM  YOO  Coot©  HAVE  ATATToO 
SKETCH  80OIC 


.»Oft.fnAM0E  JOSY  $l#«<ALLY 
INSTALL  AN  ETCH  A  SKETCH 
ItiXO  VoOrt  CHEST/  CREATE 
Yeoft  OWN  BOOM  A  AT/ 
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by  Ben  Reed 

How  many  times  have  you  said  to  yourself,  "How  can  I  do  this,  or  where 
can  I  learn  about  that?"  My  friends,  your  problems  are  solved,  at  www.soy- 
ouwanna.com  This  wonderful  site  teaches  you  all  there  is  to  know  about 
life  and  so  much  more. 

From  getting  out  of  parking  tickets,  to  throwing  a  party,  to  even  brew- 
ing your  own  beer,  the  answers  to  all  these  questions  and  hundreds  more 
are  given  in  a  simple  brief  format  which  provides  enough  information  to 
get  you  on  the  right  track  to  become  that  art  appreciation  fanatic  that 
you've  always  dreamed  of  being. 

Each  topic  is  categorized  and  list- 
ed alphabetically,  making  navigation 
a  snap.  There  is  also  a  search  feature 
which  is  great  if  you  don't  feel  like 
browsing  through  all  the  listings. 
You'll  learn  things  that  will  make  you 
the  hit  of  your  next  party.  How  many 
people  will  know  which  foods  are 
permissible  to  eat  with  your  fingers, 
or  how  to  ask  for  a  raise? 

Another  fun  feature  is  the  hand- 
writing analysis.  After  writing  a  sim- 
ple sentence  on  a  sheet  of  paper  and 
matching  your  written  words  with 
those  on  the  screen,  the  "Great 
Goosini"  as  he  is  called,  describes  to 
you  a  few  of  your  personality  traits. 
My  description  was  frighteningly  on 
target.  Similarly  you  can  also  get 
your  palm  read  and  this  too,  was  pret- 
ty accurate. 

There  is  a  pop-up  screen  that 
appears,  but  once  minimized  isn't  an 
annoyance  any  longer.  There  is  also 
the  opportunity  to  purchase  some 
small  items  such  as  books,  but  I'm 

sure  there  are  plenty  more  shopping  sites  online  with  a  much  better  selec- 
tion, so  I  wouldn't  bother  with  that  feature  at  all.  Overall  the  site  provides 
a  wealth  of  information  that  is  fun  to  read  and  actually  useful.  You'll  spend 
a  lot  of  time  here,  guaranteed. 


fetumina  to  tktfol 


by  Marktavian  Martin 

In  continuing  with  the  tradition  of 
developing  a  strong  sense  of  com- 
munity and  family  at  FSC,  the  Point 
would  like  to  introduce  you  to  the 
newest  member  of  our  family,  Mr. 
Jay  Bickford.  Mr.  Bickford  is  the 
new  Assistant  Director  for  the 
Career  Services  Department.  To 
make  him  feel  right  at  home  we 
shall  refer  to  him  as  "Uncle  Jay." 

Uncle  Jay's  story  mirrors  that  of 
the  Prodigal  Son,  since  he  is  an  FSC 
graduate  and  has  come  back  to  work 
for.  and  help  his  family  here  at  FSC. 
Uncle  Jay  graduated  with  two 
Bachelor's  degrees.  The  first   in 


in  New  Mexico  that  Uncle  Jay  came 
to  the  realization  that  with  his  expe- 
rience and  knowledge,  he  met  the 
qualifications  to  be  a  career  coun- 
selor. 

Uncle  Jay  switched  careers  while 
in  New  Mexico  and  worked  at  the 
University  of  Mexico  for  two  and  a 
half  years.  Uncle  Jay  then  became 
inspired  to  bring  his  talents  back 
east.  At  that  point,  Uncle  Jay  began 
filling  out  applications  and  our  fine 
institution  was  given  the  honor  of 
receiving  one. 

Uncle  Jay  sets  a  very  good  exam- 
ple for  the  FSC  community  to  fol- 
low. Uncle  Jay  conducts  a  Bible 
study  at  his  church  and  volunteers 
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Medical  Technology  (currently 
known  as  clinical  lab  science),  the 
second  in  counseling.  Uncle  Jay 
chose  to  venture  off  and  work  in  the 
field  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
(F.Y.I.-  Voc  Rehab  entails  working 
with  the  disabled;  not  only  those 
born  with  disabilities,  but  also  those 
who  acquired  a  disability  through 
injury). 

While  in  his  chosen  field,  Uncle 
Jay  has  traveled  to  and  has  resided 
in  several  states  including  Colorado, 
Oklahoma,  and  New  Mexico.  It  was 
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Come 

and  s 

ee  Uncle  Jay  in  the 
ding  on  the  third 
:ated  in  the  Career 
ment  where  he  and 

his  wonde 

>taff  are  willing  to 

help  you. 

mission  statement: 

To 

ide  opportunity  for 

FSC  stude 

/ith  good  customer 

service  and  be  the  link  between  the 
academic  and  working  world. 
Welcome  home  Uncle  Jay! 


PC  Discount  Outlet    New,  Used,  Refurb,  Overstock,  Discontinued  &  Consignment  PC  Products 
66  John  Fitch  Highway  Fitchburg,  MA  01420-5904    (978)  342-2913      www.rt-tech.com 

Featured  Items:  3Com  network  cards  for  laptops  $49  •  Used  10/100  network  cards  for  desktops  $10  •  Encore  8  Port 
Hubs  $77  •  233mhz  Compaq  desktops  $299  •  166mhz  IBM  desktops  $225  •  Used  17"  monitors  $99-149  •  MS  Inter- 
net Keyboards  $12  •  500mhz  K6-2  CPUs  $50  •  200mhz  MMX  CPUs  $35  •  32mb  72pin  EDO  memory  $40  •  256mb 
168pin  ECC  Server  Memory    $146 

We  also  carry  a  wide  variety  of  adaptors,  connectors,  cables  and  other  components  at  bargain 
prices.  Come  see  us  today  at  CAP  plaza  on  John  Fitch  H'way  next  to  Outdoor  Endeavors. 
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OPEN  CALL 

by  The  Renaissance  Man 

Hello,  and  welcome  reader,  to  my  first  attempt  at  a  reader  response  col- 
umn. In  this  column  I  will  be  asking  questions  and  even  making  some 
ignorant  statements  about  current  events  that  I  read  in  those  "other"  papers. 
What  I  am  asking  of  you  is  to  respond,  in  any  way,  any  attitude  you  wish. 
The  object  of  this,  my  little  experiment  as  a  columnist,  is  to  see  if  most  of 
our  readers  are  ignorant,  disillusioned  clones  that  just  complain  and  don't 
act,  or  if  they  are  strong,  independent  intellectuals  that  won't  sit  idly  by  and 
let  things  happen.  Only  hypocrites  play  both  sides  of  the  fence.  So,  pick  a 
side  and  be  sure  to  stand  firm. 

As  I  was  reading  the  Sentinel  &  Enterprise,  I  came  across  a  story  in  the 
Nation  section  about  President  Bush  opening  a  museum  commemorating 
the  victims  of  the  1995  Oklahoma  City  Bombing.  In  my  opinion,  this  is  an 
admirable  act  of  compassion  and  nobility  to  add  to  his  legacy,  although  per- 
haps also  only  an  act  to  boost  his  public  image. 

What  I  deem  controversial  and  questionable  concerns  his  use  of  the  word 
"God,"  and  his  use  of  Bible  passages  in  his  commemoration  speech.  There 
are  several  examples  of  these  religious  and  spiritual  excerpts  used  in  the 
article  in  the  Sentinel  &  Enterprise.  For  example: 

Bush  praised  rescue  workers  and  civic  leaders  who  helped  the  state 
and  the  nation  recover  from  the  bombing.  "Together  you  endured,"  he 
said,  "You  chose  to  live  out  the  words  of  St.  Paul:  Be  not  overcome  with 
evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good." 

In  poetic  terms,  Bush  urged  the  crowd  to  never  lose  faith,  even  in 
its  grief.  "We  are  never  closer  to  God  than  when  we  grieve,"  he  said. 

Bush  instructed  on-lookers  to  "look  beyond  our  lives  to  the  hour 
when  God  will  wipe  away  every  tear  and  death  will  be  swallowed  up  in  vic- 
tory." 

My  questions  to  you  loyal  readers,  are: 
-Where  should  the  president,  or  any  government  elected  official  draw  the 
line  between  church  and  state  as  imposed  in  the  United  States  Constitution? 
-Do  you  see  anything  wrong  with  the  use  of  religious  references  in  Presi- 
dent Bush's  speeches? 

-Have  you  witnessed  any  other  example  of  public  inclusion  of  religion 
where  it  might  be  offensive  to  individuals  or  against  the  words  of  the  con- 
stitution? 

-Do  you  think  any  actions  should  be  taken  against  these  public  displays  of 
one's  private  religious  beliefs? 

Send  comments,  questions,  suggestions  to  The  Renaissance  Man  c/o  The 
Point  or  to  point@fsc.edu. 
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PETER  KUPER   www.peterfcuper.com 


iookmg  for  nn  npORTmcnT? 


Available  March  1 
Spacious  comfortable  apartment  on 

Myrtle.  1  block  from  school. 

W/D  on  site.  Off  street  parking. 

Share  with  1  non-smoker  and  1  cat. 

$350/mth.  345-5146. 


Continued  from  page  4 

program  must  pass  an  extensive 
exam  and  write  a  series  of  papers 
about  the  history  of  Boston. 

When  he  isn't  stateside,  Bourr 
will  spend  some  months  of  the  yeai 
at  his  family  home  in  Ireland 
Recently,  he  and  his  family  built  i 
"holiday  home"  on  the  family  fanr 
in  South  Armagh,  Northern  Ireland 
close  to  the  country's  border. 

Bourn's  twin  brother  Gerard,  i 
retired  civil  engineer,  also  has  i 
home  on  the  family  property.  Bein^ 
in  Ireland  gives  Bourn  the  chance  tc 
re-connect  with  family.  "Everybody 
is  a  relative  there,"  he  remarks. 

Looking  back  on  his  years  in  the 
classroom,  Bourn  recalls  the  good 
the  bad,  and  the  ugly.  "The  best  par 
is  walking  into  a  classroom  anc 
wanting  to  be  there  and  feeling  tha 
the  students  want  to  be  there  a; 
well,"  he  says.  The  hard  part  is  play- 
ing the  heavy,  getting  students  tc 
hand  in  papers  on  time. 

Overall,  there  have  been  few 
down  sides  to  teaching.  "The  wors 
experience  I  had  was  having  tc 
teach  in  a  science  building  over  the 
gas  jets  with  a  throw  up  sink  next  tc 
it,"  he  said. 

During  the  interview,  Bourr 
reads  a  few  comments  from  stu- 
dents written  on  their  final  exams 
One  writes:  "I  liked  the  open  dis 
cussion  in  your  class  and  the  laid 
back  atmosphere." 

Another  remarks:  "I  liked  the  fac 
that  [Bourn]  didn't  drill  informatior 
into  our  heads.  He  let  it  go  in  b) 
itself."  A  third  student  offers  up  the 
definitive  compliment:  "Yours  is 
the  only  class  that  I'd  be  willing  tc 
get  up  at  8:00  am  for." 

What  advice  does  he  offei 
prospective  teachers?  "I  reall) 
believe  that  lots  of  success  comes  ir 
treating  people  as  equals,  to  some 
degree,  and  with  good  manners 
Then,  students  learn  very  quickly,' 
Bourn  said.  "Ideally,  learning  has 
to  be  fun." 

(Julia  Hans  is  a  former  student  Oj 
Colin  Bourn.  This  article  reprintec 
by  permission.) 


SPRING  IS  IN  THE  AIR 


by  Shaun  Moriarty 
Point  Sports  Editor 

Baseball,  America's  past-time. 
Every  spring  the  boys  of  summer 
take  the  field,  signaling  the  end  of 
winter,  uplifting  the  spirits  of  fans 
everywhere.  This  season  is  no  dif- 
ferent, especially  here  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  the  Red  Sox  are  expect- 
ed to  make  a  run  at  their  first  World 
Series  title  since  1918.  In  this 
week's  sports  page,  we  examine 
each  team  in  the  bigs  and  I'll  make 
my  outrageous  predictions. 

The  American  League  East's 
standings  will  end  in  the  following 
order:  Red  Sox,  Yankees,  Blue  Jays, 
Devil  Rays,  Orioles.If  my  prediction 
is  true,  the  Red  Sox  will  win  their 
first  division  title  since  1995. 

They  have  the 
best  pitcher  in 
baseball,  Pedro 
Martinez,  one  of 
the  two  best 
shortstops  in  the 
game  in  Nomar 
Garciaparra,  and  arguably  the  best 
offensive  outfielder:  Manny 
Ramirez.  They  also  have  one  of  the 
most  durable,  dependable,  and  con- 
sistent closers  in  all  of  baseball  in 
Derek  Lowe. 

On  the  downside,  their  first  base- 
man Brian  Daubach  is  so  inconsis- 
tent that  it's  like  watching  a  tennis 
match.  There  is  also  a  question  as  to 
what  the  rotation  will  look  like. 
After  Martinez,  there  are  nine  capa- 
ble guys  and  only  four  open  slots. 

The  Yankees  have  won  three  of 
the  last  four  World  Series  titles  and 
there  are  many  who  pick  them  to 
win  it  one  more  time.  I'm  not  one  of 
those  people.  The  Yankees  may  have 
grabbed  arguably  the  best  free  agent 
pitcher  in  Mike 
Mussina,  but  the 
team  is  close  to  mov- 
ing from  Yankee  Sta- 
dium to  the  Bronx 
Old  Folks  Home.  Fans  on  the  first 
base  side  of  the  field  wear  helmets 
to  protect  themselves  from  the  wild 
arm  of  second  baseman  Chuck 
Knoblauch,  who  actually  hit  an 
elderly  woman  in  the  stands  last 
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year  with  a  wild  throw  to  first  base. 
They  also  have  Roger  Clemens, 
who  very  well  could  end  up  with 
splinters  in  his  pitching  hand  if  he 
continues  to  throw  broken  bats  at 
opposing  players. 

The  Blue  Jays  have  one  of  the 
best  offensive  players  in  the  game 
with  Carlos  Delgado 
at  first  base.  He  hits 
for  power  and 
knocks  in  a  lot  of 
runs.  Third  baseman 
Tony  Batista  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  game,  offensively 
anyways.  They  also  have  a  phenom- 
enal young  closer  in  Billy  Koch. 
However,  they  are  weak  just  about 
everywhere  else.  They  have  a  young 
pitching  staff  that  has  yet  to  be 
effective  as  a  whole. 

The  Devil  Rays  have  a  number  of 
offensive  threats  but  lousy  defense 
and  a  horrible 
pitching  staff. 
Tampa  Bay  has 
outfielder  Greg 
Vaughn  who 
had  his  15  min- 
utes of  fame  a  few  years  ago  with  a 
power  surge  that  has  since  dropped 
off.  Veteran  first  baseman  Fred 
McGriff  is  also  in  Tampa  Bay,  but  is 
in  the  twilight  of  his  career.  Third 
baseman  Vinny  Castilla  has  also 
struggled  since  moving  to  Tampa. 

The  Orioles  are  just  barely  a 
major  league  team  at  this  point. 
They  have  Cal  Ripken  Jr.  for  one 
more  year  and  have  veterans  like 
Delino  DeShields  and  Jeff  Conine, 
but  the  rest  of  the  team  consists  of 
minor  leaguers. 

The  A.L.  Central  will  once  again 
see  the  Cleveland  Indians  win  the 
division,  followed  by  the  White  Sox, 
Royals,  Tigers,  and  Twins. 

The  Indians  have  an  upper-deck 
homerun  threat  with  first  baseman 
Jim  Thome  and  one  of  the  top  RBI- 
guys  with  Juan  Gonzalez.  They  also 
have  what  may  be  the  best  double 
play  combination  ever  in  Omar 
Vizquel  and  Roberto 
Alomar  at  shortstop 
and  second  base, 
respectively.  They  have 
a  young  fireballer  in 


Bartolo  Colon  and  a  veteran  lefty  in 
Chuck  Finley  in  the  rotation,  as  well 
as  a  young  crop  of  hurlers  who  are 
close  to  being  ready  for  the  bigs. 
However,  the  pitching  staff  is  noth- 
ing to  be  scared  of  for  the  most  part. 
The  White  Sox  were  the  surprise 
team  of  the  year  last  year  when  they 
won  the  central.  They 
I  improved  themselves 
«mM  greatly  by  trading  for 
SmEPI  David  Wells,  one  of  the 
HLISSy  top  left-handed  pitchers 
in  the  game.  They  have  veteran  first 
baseman  Frank  Thomas,  who  had  a 
season  almost  equal  to  that  of  his 
MVP  years.  They  have  one  of  the 
best  second  basemen  in  the  game  in 
Ray  Durham  and  several  young 
pitchers  who  are  very  talented.  They 
are  banking  on  Sandy  Alomar  Jr.  to 
stay  healthy  behind  the  plate  this 
season,  and  a  good  transition  for 
Jose  Valentin  to  the  outfield  from 
shortstop. 

The  Royals  are  a  young  team  that 
could  compete  in  a  few 
years  if  they  can  hold 
on  to  the  talent  they 
have.  Kansas  City  has 
one  of  the  most  under- 
rated players  in  the  game  in  Mike 
Sweeney.  Since  moving  from  catch- 
er to  first  base,  he  has  greatly 
improved  his  health,  average,  and 
power  numbers.  They  also  have  a 
great  offensive  tool  in  right  field 
with  Jermaine  Dye. 

The  Tigers  hoped  to  compete  for 
the  division 
crown  when 
they  traded  for 
Juan  Gonzalez 
last  year  but  he 
wasn't  happy  in  Detroit.  However, 
they  do  have  one  of  the  best  switch 
hitters  in  the  game  in  Tony  Clark,  a 
strong  bat  in  Dean  Palmer,  and  an 
outfielder  with  a  great  arm  in  Bobby 
Higginson.  They  also  have  one  of 
the  top  closers  in  the  game  in  Todd 
Jones.  Only  problem  is,  they  don't 
have  any  pitchers  to  get  to  him. 

Its  hard  to  believe  that  the  Twins 
won  the  Series 
in     the     early 
90's.         They 
have    an    old- 
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school  manager  in  Tom  Kelly  and, 
for  the  most  part,  a  roster  of  young, 
new  players.  Minnesota  is  hoping 
shortstop  Christian  Guzman  can  be 
more  consistent  and  that  the  outfield 
solidifies  this  year. 

They  have  one  of  the  better  1-2 
combos  in  their  rotation  with  Brad 
Radke  and  Eric  Milton.  Radke 
signed  a  multi-million  dollar  deal 
last  season,  andTooks  to  prove  his 
worth  after  throwing  a  no-hitter 
against  the  Angels 
in  1999. 

It's  anyone's  Jm 
guess  as  to  how  the 
west  will  be  won. 
The  A's  and 
Mariners  fought  to  the  wire  last  year 
and  this  year  will  be  no  different, 
'cept  it  should  be  Texas  and  Oak- 
land this  time  around.  However,  if  I 
had  to  pick,  I'd  say  the  A's  edge  out 
the  Rangers,  followed  by  Seattle  and 
then  the  Angels. 

Oakland  has  reigning  MVP  Jason 
Giambi  and  one  of  the  best  short- 
stops in  league  in  Miguel  Tejada. 
They  also  have  Johnny  Damon  to 
patrol  the  outfield  and  a  young  and 
powerful  pitching  staff,  headlined 
by  Tim  Hudson  and  Barry  Zito.  On 
the  downside,  they  no  longer  have 
Randy  Velarde  at  second  base. 

Texas  maxed  out  their  credit 
cards  this  offsea- 
son when  they 
bought  an  elec- 
tion...(oops, 
wrong  story), 
signed  shortstop 
Alex  Rodriguez  to  a  deal  worth 
$252  million,  signed  Andres 
Galaragga,  and  acquired  Velarde  to 
play  second  base. 

However,  they  still  have  a  shaky 
rotation  inferior  to  that  of  Oak- 
land's, and  will  fall  just  short  of 
winning  the  division.  The  Mariners 
may  have  John  Olerud  at  first,  Edgar 
Martinez  as  the  DH  and  Kazuhiro 
Sasaki  as  the  closer,  but  they  have 
too  many  question  marks  to  contend 
with. 

The  Angels 
had  high 

hopes  for  this 
year,  but  those 
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hopes  went  down  the  drain  when  it 
was  learned  Mo  Vaughn  needed 
surgery  and  would  be  out  for  the 
year. 

The  National  League  East  will  be 
interesting  this  year.  The  last  couple 
years  has  seen  the  Braves  and  Mets 
rivalry  heat  up,  thanks  in  part  to 
John  Rocker.  The  Braves  are  the 
perennial  winners  of  the  division, 
only  to  be  recently  challenged  by  the 
Mets.  The  division  will  be  won, 
maybe  just  one  last  time,  by  the 
Braves.  The  Mets  follow  in  a  close 
second,   followed  by  the   Expos, 

Marlins, 
and 
Phillies. 

The 
Braves 
have  a  great  pitching  staff  with  Greg 
Maddux,  Tom  Glavine,  Kevin  Mill- 
wood and  the  return  of  John  Smoltz. 
Rocker  is  a  very  talented  closer, 
despite  his  character.  They  have  a 
big  hole  to  fill  at  first  in  the  void  of 
Galaragga,  and 
Rico  Brogna  isn't 
the  answer. 

The  Mets  lost  out 
of  the  free  agent 
market,  and  lost 
starter  Mike  Hampton.  They  have 
one  of  the  best  defensive  infields  in 
baseball  with  Todd  Zeile  at  first, 
Edgardo  Alfonzo  at  second,  Rey 
Ordonez  at  shortstop,  and  Robin 
Ventura  at  third. 

The 
Expos  are  a 
very  talent- 
ed young 
team.  They 
have  one  of  the  most  talented  out- 
fielders in  the  game  in  Vladimir 
Guerrero  and  a  good  second  base- 
man in  Jose  Vidro.  In  the  offseason 
they  acquired  power-hitting  third 
baseman  Fernando  Tatis.  They  also 
have  nearby  Greenfield,  MA  native 
Peter  Bergeron  starting  in  the  out- 
field and  former  Red  Sox  top 
prospects 
Carl  Pavano 
and  Tony 
Armas  at  the 
top  of  the  rotation. 

The  Marlins  have  a  deep  farm 


system  and  they're  starting  to  reap 
what  they  have  sown.  They  have  a 
lot  of  talent 
and  should 
contend  in  a 
couple  years. 
The  Phillies 
may  have  Mike  Lieberthal  behind 
the  plate  and  Pat  Burrell  at  first 
base,  but  that's  it.  No  longer  do  they 
have  Curt  Schilling  leading  the  rota- 
tion. Now  they  have  Omar  Daal, 
who  nearly  lost  20  games  last  year! 
The  N.L.  Central  should  be  won 
by  St.  Louis,  but  not  by  much.  I 
have  the  Astros  coming  in  second, 
Cincinnati  in  third,  followed  by 
Pittsburgh,  Milwaukee  and  the 
Cubs. 

The  Cardinals  have  home  run 
king   Mark 
McGwire 
who   could 
hit  his 

6  0  0th 
home  run 
this  year  if  he  stays  healthy.  They 
have  a  strong  middle  infield  offen- 
sively with  Fernando  Vina  and 
Edgar  Renteria,  as  well  as  an  out- 
field highlighted  by  centerfielder 
Jim  Edmonds.  The  pitching  staff  has 
Darryl  Kile  and  prodigy  Rick 
Ankiel.  However,  McGwire's  health 
is  a  huge  concern,  and  the  team 
already  lost  a  number  of  players  in 
the  offseason,  including  Fernando 
Tatis  and  former  Cy  Young  winner 
Pat  Hentgen. 

The  Astros 
moved  into 
Enron  Field 
last  year  and 
moved  from 
the  top  to  the  bottom  along  with  it. 
They  have  one  of  the  best  and  most 
consistent  first  baseman  in  Jeff  Bag- 
well and  a  strong  veteran  in  second 
baseman  Craig  Biggio.  The  pitching 
staff  is  the  major  question.  How  will 
they  do  with  a  year  of  the  new  hit- 
ters park  behind  them,  and  can  Jose 
Lima  rebound 
from  a  horrible 
2000  season? 
Also,  can  Shane 
Reynolds  and 
closer  Billy  Wagner  rebound  from 


injuries? 

The  Reds  may  have  Ken  Griffey 
Jr.,  but  they  don't  have  a  whole  lot 
else.  Sean  Casey  and  Pokey  Reese 
are  the  best  players  behind  Griffey 
on  the  team,  with  shortstop  Barry 
Larkin  in  the  twilight  of  his  career. 
The  Pirates  will  move  into  a  new 
stadium  this 
year,  but  will 
see  more  of 
the  same. 
Jason 
Kendall  is 
one  of  the  best  catchers  out  there, 
greatly  overshadowed  by  future  hall 
of  famers  Mike  Piazza  and  Ivan 
Rodriguez.  They  also  have  Brian 
Giles  in  the  outfield  and  signed 
Derek  Bell  this  offseason.  Kris  Ben- 
son headlines  the  young  pitching 
rotation. 

Milwau- 
kee will 
also  move 
into  a  new 
park  this 
season.  They  have  some  good 
ballplayers,  Richie  Sexson  being 
their  most  talented.  They  also  have 
Jeromy  Burnitz 
and  Geoff  Jenkins. 
However,  beyond 
that,  things  look 
pretty  bleak  for  the 
Brew  Crew. 
The  Cubs  are  the  perennial  "Next 
year"  team.  However,  they  never 
seem  to  get  closer  to  reaching  next 
year.  They  have  Sammy  Sosa,  or 
Souser  if  you're  a  Kennedy,  and 
Kerry  Wood  but  not  much  else. 
They  could' ve  kept  first  baseman 
Mark  Grace  for  much  cheaper  than 
he  signed  for  with  the  Diamond- 
backs, but  they  wanted  a  change. 
Don't  look  for  a  change  for  the  bet- 
ter this  year. 

The  west  is  looking  like  Giants 
territory. 
They  won 
hands 
down  last 
year  and 
should  do  so  again.  Look  for  the 
Rockies,  Dodgers  and  Padres  to  fol- 
low. 

The  Giants  have  Jeff  Kent,  Barry 


Bonds         and 

Robb  Nen,   as 

well  as  several 

lesser     known 

players  who  are 

very  talented.  They-  didn't  re-sign 

outfielder   Ellis    Burks,    but    that 

shouldn't  hurt  too  much. 

The  Rockies  signed  two  of  the  top 
three  free  agent  pitchers  this  off-sea- 
son in  Denny  Neagle  and  Mike 
Hampton.  They  hope  Todd  Hol- 
landsworth  will  finally  come  into 
his  own  and  that  Larry  Walker  will 
finally  play  a 
whole  season 
injury-free. 

The 
Dodgers  have 
a  high  pay- 
roll and  plenty  of  egos  in  the  club- 
house, but  aren't  true  contenders. 
Shawn  Green  had  a  disappointing 
season  after  his  mega-deal  last  win- 
ter, and  now  Gary  Sheffield  is 
demanding  more  money,  or 
"respect"  as  he  puts  it.  Maybe  it's 
just  that  I  was  never  a  Sheffield  fan 
and  would  rather  listen  to  players 
who  don't  cry  over  money  when 
they're  making  more  than  90%  of 
the  other  players  in  the  game,  but  I 
think  he's  getting  more  respect  than 
he  deserves. 

The  Padres  are  nothing  special, 
the  only  reason  worth  going  to  one 
of  their  games  for  is  to  see  one  of  the 
greatest  hitters  ever  in  Tony  Gwynn. 
They  also  have  closer  Trevor  Hoff- 
man and  third  baseman  Phil  Nevin. 
There's  not  much  else  in  sunny  San 
Diego,  aside  from  the  wonderful  zoo 
animals. 

So  that's  how  my  regular  season 
plays  out.  Divsion  winners:  Rec 
Sox,  Indians,  A's,  Braves,  Cards, 
and  Giants.  Cellar  Dwellers:  Ori- 
oles, Twins,  Angels,  Phillies,  Cubs, 
and  Padres.  I'll  wisely  leave  you  tc 
make  your  own  postseason  choices 
so  I  don't  end  up  jinxing  an  already 
especially  cursed  American  League 
team  by  putting  my  own  in  writing. 
'Till  next  time,  this  is  Swami  Shaun 
signing  off,  and  wishing  you  al 
happy  baseballing  in  2001. 
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by  Derek  Moretti 

What  is  America's  biggest  problem?  Many  would 
say  the  answer  is  drugs.  The  next  question  should  be 
are  we  winning  the  drug  war?  Stephen  Soderbergh's 
controversial  film,  "Traffic"  is  an  ambitious  epic  that 
leavesthe  question  unanswered  as  it  follows  several  sto- 
rylines that  all  focus  on  the  drug  war  in  America. 

The  ensemble  cast  includes  Michael  Douglas  as  the 
new  U.S.  drug  Czar,  Benicio  Del  Toro  as  a  Tijuana  cop, 
Catherine  Zeta- Jones  as  a  drug  lord's  wife,  Erika  Chris- 
tensen  as  a  16-year  old  drug  addict,  Luis  Guzman  and 
Don  Cheadle  as  DEA  agents,  Miguel  Ferrer  as  a  busted 
drug  dealer,  and  Dennis  Quaid  as  a  sleazy  lawyer. 
Stephen  Bauer  (of  "Scarface"  fame),  Salma  Hayek,  and 
Benjamin  Bratt  all  add  to  cast  with  some  great  cameos. 
Look  close  enough  and  you'll  see  former  Massachusetts 
Governor  Bill  Weld  to  make  a  brief  appearance. 

At  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  minutes,  Traffic 
seems  to  move  faster  than  most  movies.  This  time  is 
well  spent;  Stephen  Gaghan's  screenplay  shows  us  dif- 
ferent points  of  views  on  how  drugs  are  affecting  us  and 
what  we,  the  American  society  are  doing  about  (and  in 
some  cases  with)  them. 

Gaghan's  script  is  full  of  colorful,  rich  characters, 
and  stories  just  as  intriguing  as  the  characters.  Perhaps 
the  standout  of  the  bunch  is  the  plot  that  follows  Beni- 
cio Del  Toro  as  a  Tijuana  cop.  He  works  for  General 
Salazar,  who  wants  to  bring  down  the  drug  family  of  the 


Obregon  Brothers.  Del  Toro's  Golden  Globe  winning 
performance  is  subtle  and  powerful  at  the  same  time.  He 
walks  a  thin  edge  of  corruption  and  his  final  decision 
leaves  us  guessing  till  the  very  end. 

We  get  an  intimate  look  at  a  drug  family  with  Cather- 
ine Zeta- Jones.  At  first  the  Zeta- Jones  character  is 
naive  and  doesn't  know  that  her  husband  (Bauer)  is  a 
kingpin.  As  her  story  unfolds,  we  see  her  character 
make  a  ruthless  change  when  she  finds  out  the  truth 
about  her  husband. 

Don  Cheadle  and  Luis  Guzman  (DEA  agents)  wait 
outside  Zeta- Jones'  house  and  try  to  figure  out  whether 
she  is  involved  in  her  husband's  business.  They  also  are 
the  ones  who  arrest  small  time  drug  dealer,  Miguel  Fer- 
rer., forcing  him  to  testify  against  his  boss.  Even  in  the 
most  serious  of  movies,  comedy  is  often  found  and  here 
Guzman  and  Cheadle  give  us  most  of  it. 

Michael  Douglas  is  the  new  drug  Czar,  so  we  get  to 
see  what  the  drug  problem  is  from  a  distance  and  on  a 
large  scale.  His  daughter  is  a  16-year-old  drug  addict 
who  has  skipped  her  way  past  experimenting  with  free- 
basing  cocaine  into  a  full-blown  addiction.  If  this  sce- 
nario sounds  a  little  far  fetched,  it's  not.  This  is  because 
Soderbergh  delivers  his  material  with  such  authenticity. 

Not  since  Goodfellas  have  we  gotten  such  an  unfor- 
giving and  raw  look  at  crime.  Traffic  puts  across  a  pow- 
erful message  about  our  society,  and  at  the  same  time,  it 
remains  as  entertainment  in  its  purest  form.  "Traffic"  is 
a  modern  day  epic  masterpiece. 
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Hughes,  and  W.  H.  Auden. 

As  I  mentioned  last  issue,  I'm  not 
the  traditional  reviewer  and  I  feel  so 
strongly  about  this  book,  the  poets 
with  it,  and  the  medium  of  poetry, 
that  I  have  purchased  twenty  copies 
of  101  Great  American  Poems  and 
they  are  free  for  the  taking.  That's 
right,  FREE  at  the  Point  office  in 
the  basemenf  of  the  Hammond 
building.  For  those  of  you  who 
don't  get  a  free  copy,  they  are  Dover 
Thrift  editions  and  can  be  ordered  at 
Barnes  and  Noble. 

As  a  sidenote,  I  would  like 
to  ask  for  some  feedback.  I  have 
written  a  couple  reviews  and  would 
like  to  know  what  you  think.  I  can 
be  reached  through  campus  mail 
box  5299  or  email  me  at  mark- 
whit@bwn.net. 

What  to  say?  Anything  you 
like.  Tell  me  you  like  the  reviews,  or 
my  picks  are  lousy.  Tell  me  what 
you  want  to  see  in  the  future.  Rant  if 
you  like,  it  is  one  of  my  favorite 
past  times,  right  up  there  with  read- 
ing. Actually,  I  have  an  idea  for  a 
column  and  would  like  to  find 
someone  good  at  verbally  sparing  to 
collaborate  with.  You  could  let  me 
know  if  that  sounds  good  to  you  as 
a  column  and  would  be  something 
you  would  be  interested  in. 


FSC  CELEBRATES  WOMENS  HISTORY  MONTH 


Fitchburg  State  College  will  cel- 
ebrate Women's  History  Month  in 
March  with  a  series  of  films,  perfor- 
mances and  discussions.  The  theme 
for  this  year's  program  is  "Women 
and  Sport."  All  events  are  free  and 
open  to  the  public  unless  otherwise 
noted. 

March  5  Film.  A  League  of  Their 
Own,  with  Geena  Davis  and  Madon- 
na, 7:30  p.m.,  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall,  Hammond  Building.  Admis- 
sion is  free. 

March  6  Panel  Discussion 
"Women's  Sports:  How  Far  Have 
We  Come?."  3:30-5  p.m.  ,  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall,  Hammond 
Building.  Drs.  Linda  Carpenter  and 


Vivian  Acosta  will  talk  about  the 
history  and  impact  of  Title  IX.  They 
are  the  authors  of  a  23-year-long 
study  on  women  and  intercollegiate 
sports.  Reception  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  lecture. 

March  7  Carolyn  Chute,  author  of 
The  Beans  of  Egypt,  Maine,  7:30 
p.m.,  Kent  Recital  Hall,  Conlon 
Building. 

March  8  International  Women's 
Day 

March  19  Film.  Pat  and  Mike. 
with  Spencer  Tracy  and  Katherine 
Hepburn,  7:30  p.m.  Ellis  White  Lec- 
ture Hall,  Hammond  Building. 
Admission  is  free. 

March  27  The  annual  Women's 


History  Month  Tea.  3:30  p.m.  Miller 
Hall  Oval  Room.  Susan  Williams, 
assistant  professor  of  social  sciences 
at  Fitchburg  State,  will  present  a 
brief  history  of  women's  sport.  Past 
and  present  student  athletes  will 
share  their  memories  of  Fitchburg 
women's  athletics. 

March  28  Film.  Personal  Best 
with  Mariel  Hemingway,  7:30  p.m. 
Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall,  Hammond 
Building.  Admission  is  free. 

March  30  Oh  Those  Dancing 
Feet!  with  Margie  GillisA  technique 
master  class  for  advanced  dancers,  4 
p.m.,  Dance  Studio. 

March  3 1  Dancer  extraordinaire. 
Margie  Gillis.  8  p.m.,  Weston  Audi- 


torium. Tickets  are  $15/general 
public;  $12  seniors,  FSC  alumni, 
faculty,  and  staff  members,  groups 
10+;  $5  FSC  students  and  under  18. 
Related  posters  and  books  will  be 
on  display  throughout  the  month. 

Women's  History  Month  events 
are  sponsored  by  the  Womens  In 
Today's  Society  (WITS)  program, 
the  Social  Sciences  Department, 
the  Office  of  Advancement/Cultur- 
al Affairs  and  the  Campus  Cen- 
ter/Leadership Committee.  WITS 
also  sponsors  awards  that  enable 
Fitchburg  State  women  to  attend 
professional  conferences.  Call 
(978)  665-3397  for  more  informa- 
tion. 


